1918]         THE   STJRRESTDEE   OF  GERMANY

Saxony, Wiirtemberg, the Mecklenburgs, Hesse,
Brunswick, Baden, the dynasties fell with scarcelv
a protesting voice. With the lesser fell the greater.
On Saturday the 9th it was announced that the
Emperor had decided to abdicate, and that the
Imperial Crown Prince renounced the succession.
With a revolution behind him and his conquerors
before him, there was no place left for him in the
world. He did not stand upon the order of his going.
On Sunday the 10th he left Main Headquarters at
Spa, crossed the Dutch frontier, and sought refuge in
the house of Count Bentinck at Amerongen. Prince
Rupprecht retired to Brussels to await the victors,
and the Imperial Crown Prince fled from his armies,
and, like his father, found sanctuary in Holland.

History has not often recorded a fall from greater
heights to greater depths.  The man who had claimed
to be the vicegerent of God on earth, and had arro-
gated to himself a power little short of the divine,
now stole from the stage like a discredited player.
Other kings and leaders who have failed have gone
down dramatically in the ruin they made, but this
actor of many parts had not the chance of such an
exit.    His light, emotional mind and his perverse
vanity had plagued the world for a generation, and
had now undone the patient work of the builders of
Germany.    Tragic, indeed, was the cataclysm of
German hopes, and tragic, but in a lesser sense, was
the fall of William the Second, KiTig of Prussia,
Margrave of Brandenburg, and Count of Hohen-
zollern.   Like Lucian's Peregrinus, his life had been
dominated by a passion for notoriety ; but, unlike
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